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The International Webinar on IDB (22 May 2021) 

A Report 
Introduction (https://www.cbd.int/idb/) 

The United Nations has proclaimed May 22 as The International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB) to increase understanding and 

awareness of biodiversity issues. When first created by the Second Committee of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in late 1993, 29 

December (the date of entry into force of the Convention of Biological Diversity), was designated IDB. In December 2000, UNGA 

adopted 22 May as IDB, to commemorate the adoption of the text of the Convention on 22 May 1992 by the Nairobi Final Act of the 

Conference for the Adoption of the Agreed Text of the Convention on Biological Diversity. This was partly done because it was 

difficult for many countries to plan and carry out suitable celebrations for the date of 29 December, given the number of holidays that 

coincide around that time of year.  

Themes (https://www.cbd.int/idb/) 

The Themes adopted for the 22 May since its official celebration are: 

Year Theme 

2021 We’re part of the solution 

2020 Our solutions are in nature 

2019 Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our Health 

2018 Celebrating 25 Years of Action for Biodiversity 

2017 Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism 

2016 Mainstreaming Biodiversity; Sustaining People and their Livelihoods 

2015 Biodiversity for Sustainable Development 

2014 Island Biodiversity 

2013 Water and Biodiversity 

2012 Marine Biodiversity 

2011 Forest Biodiversity 

2010 Biodiversity, Development and Poverty Alleviation 

2009 Invasive Alien Species 

2008 Biodiversity and Agriculture 

2007 Biodiversity and Climate Change 

2006 Protect Biodiversity in Drylands 

2005 Biodiversity: Life Insurance for our Changing World 

2004 Biodiversity: Food, Water and Health for All 

2003 Biodiversity and poverty alleviation – challenges for sustainable development 

2002 Dedicated to forest biodiversity 
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IBD 2021  

International Day for Biological Diversity  

Saturday, 22 May 2021 

01.30 – 06.00 pm IST (Time Zone India +5.30) 

Virtual Meet  

Google http://meet.google.com/ucg-ktst-uvx and  

Live Telecast on YouTube https://youtu.be/M9p4sx5ngeM 

We are losing biodiversity at the rapid rate. The blind race of development has altered the habitat diversity. The green covers are 

getting converted to grey covers. The urban sprawling and the mechanization affected the natural characteristics all over the world. 

COVID 19 crises made us to rethink the mechanized approach of the modern world. The pandemic taught a critical lesson of the 

ecosystem health and the sustainable development for the human well-being. Undoubtedly, reversing the biodiversity loss can reduce 

the risks of the modern challenges of the survival of the humans especially related to the climate emergency and related alter effects. 

Reviving the age-old eco-traditions and eco-compatible lifestyle is essential. We need to respect the eco-cultural heritage and inclusion 

of such conservation practices for the well-being of everyone, be a human or other organism. This is possible only when the individual 

is made accountable along with the government and the economics towards their role of protecting environment. We all need to be part 

of the movement of change. Let’s all be part of the solution.    

 

http://meet.google.com/ucg-ktst-uvx
https://youtu.be/M9p4sx5ngeM
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Brief Note 

Jaipur, 23 May. On the occasion of the International Day of Biological Diversity (22 May), Department of 

Environmental Sciences, M L Sukhadia University, Udaipur; Agrawal Girls’ PG College, Gangapur City and   

Rajasthan State Biodiversity Board, Jaipur along with the twelve partners from all over India and Globe 

organized an International Webinar. Through the partnering organizations, three university departments from 

Wildlife Sciences (University of Kota, Rajasthan), Environmental Studies (MS University Baroda, Gujarat) and 

Environmental Management (Vikram University, Madhya Pradesh) were instrumental in associating youngsters 

from their departments. The three educational institutes, namely, Sevadal Mahila Mahavidyalay (Maharashtra), 

Ramjas College (University of Delhi, New Delhi) and Institute of Health & Environment (Nepal) joined as 

HEIs. As the NGO partners, KCES’ JalSRI (Jalgaon, Maharshtra), Rajputana Society of Natural History 

(Rajasthan) and Environment & Social Welfare Society (Khajuraho, MP) gave their eminent presence from 

different regions. The three global platforms, viz., Global Forum for Sustainable Rural Development, World 

Congress for Environment (Egypt) and Human Rights Education Association (Vadiodara, Gujarat) joined as 

key partners. 

Overall 25 eminent environmental scientists and activists including the policy makers shared their views on the 

challenges and the possible solutions. Eight speakers from the five SAARC Nations, Middle East, Europe, 

Canada shared their approach towards the solutions.  

In the opening session the Co-Patrons Prof. B. R. Bamniya, Chairman, Faculty of Earth Sciences, MLSU, 

Udaipur and Mr. O. P. Gupta, Chairman, Agrawal Shikshan Sanstha, Gangapur City gave the opening remark 

and welcomed all the guests. The Organizing Secretary Dr. Satya Prakash Mehra, Principal, Agrawal Girls 

College overviewed the Program Schedule. Dr. Swati Samvatsar, Director, JalSRI, Jalgaon and Er. Milind 

Pandit, Director, Rajputana Society of Natural History, Rajasthan convened the Webinar. 

The Principal Secretary, Environment & Forest Department, Government of Rajasthan Mrs. Sreya Guha as the 

Special Guest stated the government role to cope up the environmental challenges especially related to the 

biodiversity conservation and well being of nature. The HOFF & PCCF Ms. Shruti Sharma shared her views on 

the solutions through their departmental approach whereas Chairman, RSBB Dr. Deep Narayan Pandey 

mentioned an importance of the biodiversity for the common mass. As a Guest of Honor Col. Prof. Vishnu 

Sharma, Hon. Vice Chancellor, Raj Univ. of Vet & AH gave the relevance of the indigenous species as key 

element of biodiversity. As the Guest Speakers, R. K. Meghwal, Dr. Satish Kumar Sharma from Rajasthan and 

Claire Finka from UK as Freelance Environment Activists delivered their views on giving solutions for the 

environmental challenges. The Member Secretary, RSBB Priya Ranjan delivered a Vote of Thanks.  
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The three Technical Sessions were arranged for the speakers to share their views. Dr. Swati Samvatsar (JalSRI, 

Maharashtra) and Dr. Pranab Pal (WII, Uttrakhand) for Technical Session One, Dr. Jayant Choudhary (GFSRD, 

ASSAM) and Dr. Zeeshan Khalid (MoCC, Pakistan) for Session Two, Prof. D. M. Kumawat (VU, MP) and Dr. 

Surabhi Srivastava (UoK, Rajasthan) Chaired and Co-Chaired for their respective sessions. Dr. Sanjay Choubey 

(AGC, Ganagpur City) collated the report whereas Dr. Harish Mangesh (MLSU, Udaipur) and Mr. Prakash 

Sharma (AGC, Gangapur City) technically regulated the online webinar. Dr. Anuya Verma (MLSU) delivered 

the vote of thanks to all the speakers and partners.  

The Webinar was focused on sensitizing the young minds and the nature enthusiasts. Overall 2,248 participants 

registered for the webinar whereas viewership accounted over 10,000 through different channels. The speakers 

also presented the challenges and the possible solutions through their experienced works in different 

geographical terrains.  

The outcome of the Webinar was ‘revival of the eco-cultural approach of the humans representing their 

compatibility with ecosystem’ need to be established. Through different case studies, the speakers shared their 

views on the possible solutions focused on the initiatives from the super species, i.e., humans.    

Media Coverage 

https://udaipurkiran.in/hindi/international-online-webinar-on-biodiversity-day/ 

https://udaipurkiran.com/humans-can-check-the-loss-of-natural-heritage-outcome-of-international-webinar-on-idb/  

https://www.outlookhindi.com/newsscroll 

https://enewstime.in/enews/humans-can-check-the-loss-of-natural-heritage-outcome-of-international-webinar-on-idb-12593.html  

https://jabalpurdarpan.in/we-are-part-of-the-solution-scientists-from-nine-nations-brainstorm-on-the-subject/ 

 

  

https://udaipurkiran.in/hindi/international-online-webinar-on-biodiversity-day/
https://udaipurkiran.com/humans-can-check-the-loss-of-natural-heritage-outcome-of-international-webinar-on-idb/
https://www.outlookhindi.com/newsscroll/%E0%A4%9C%E0%A5%88%E0%A4%B5-%E0%A4%B5%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%B5%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%A7%E0%A4%A4%E0%A4%BE-%E0%A4%A6%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%B5%E0%A4%B8-%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%B0-%E0%A4%85%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A4%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B7%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%9F%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%80%E0%A4%AF-%E0%A4%91%E0%A4%A8%E0%A4%B2%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%87%E0%A4%A8-%E0%A4%B5%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%AC%E0%A5%80%E0%A4%A8%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B0-%E0%A4%B6%E0%A4%A8%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%B5%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B0-%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8B/67778
https://enewstime.in/enews/humans-can-check-the-loss-of-natural-heritage-outcome-of-international-webinar-on-idb-12593.html
https://jabalpurdarpan.in/we-are-part-of-the-solution-scientists-from-nine-nations-brainstorm-on-the-subject/
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